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100 BMOT Hosts Annual Gala, Aviator Bessie Coleman To Be
Honored, Winfrey-Willard To Address National Conference

DR.JERRY GOODWIN
The Oklahoma Eagle

The 100 Black Men of Tulsa
Inc. will host its 32nd Annual
Awards and Scholarship Gala at
the Osage Casino on April 17
starting at 6:30 p.m.

The annual gala honors out-
standing leaders who make a
difference in the community
and celebrates the presentation
of college scholarships to de-
serving students. Proceeds from
the event support mentoring,
scholarships, STEM education,
internships, and leadership pro-
grams that serve youth across
the Tulsa community.

The keynote speaker will be
former Tulsan Emmit McHenry,
an American entrepreneur, en-
gineer, and technology pioneer
credited with developing the
.com domain on the Internet.
Lori Fulbright, KOTV NewsOn6

anchor, will be the mistress of ~Tulsa, Catoosa, ~Collinsville,
ceremonies. Owasso, Skiatook, and Sperry.
“We invite the community to Melvin Gilliam is assistant

ship, empower youth, and invest
in the future of our community,”
said Larry Harris, president of
100 BMOT, in an interview with
The Oklahoma Eagle. “Our an-
nual event provides an opportu-
nity to recognize our heroes and
sheroes”

The local leaders to receive
special recognition are Sam
Combs, Joe Deere, Melvin Gil-
liam, Cassandra Prear, Jessika
Tate, and Dr. Melissa Woolridge.

Sam Combs is a founding

in high-growth middle-market
companies.

Joe Deere is a councilor for the
Cherokee Nation, District 13,
whose district represents north

celebrate leader-

partner and CEO of COMSTAR  High School.
Advisors, an advisory and pri- “This year’s honorees have
vate investment firm specializing ~ distinguished ~ themselves in

vice president and business de-
velopment officer at Spirit Bank.

Cassandra Prear is the found-
er and CEO of Teens Excelling
Beyond Foundation, whose mis-
sion is to equip, uplift, and trans-
form the lives of teen girls and
families in the community.

Jessika Tate, an attorney and
author, is an associate municipal
judge for the City of Tulsa.

Dr. Melissa Woolridge is the
education director for Northside
Neighbors and a former prin-
cipal at Booker T. Washington

business, community service,
government, education, and in
non-profit organizations,” said
Derek Gates, co-chair of the
Gala. “We celebrate our friends
and neighbors as an inspiration
to the next generation of leader-
ship in our community”

gram,

“The Gala is an opportunity to
celebrate our friends and neigh-
bors as an inspiration to the next
generation of leadership - our
students - in the community;’
said Rebecca Marks-Jimerson,
co-chair of the Gala.

Ten scholarships will be given
to graduating seniors to contin-
ue their education at a college or
trade school.

‘The 100 BMOT is in partner-
ship with former NFL players
Kevin Lockett and his neph-
ew, Tyler Lockett, and their re-
spective foundations to award
$50,000 in scholarships.

For more than three decades,
the 100 Black Men of Tulsa has
mentored, supported, and guid-
ed countless students toward ac-
ademic and workforce success.

Officers of the 100 BMOT will
join the Locketts in recognizing
the students at the dinner pro-

Emmit McHenry, a director and former CEO of Cycurion, will be the keynote
speaker at the 100 Black Men of Tulsa’s 32nd Annual Awards and Scholarship

Gala at the Osage Casino on April 17.
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Bessie Coleman is the first woman of African
American and Native American descent to receive
an international pilot’s license.
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Queen Bess Centennial Aviation Arts Festival to
Honor Trailblazing Pilot Bessie Coleman

A century after Bessie Coleman
broke barriers in aviation, organizers
are planning a daylong celebration
to honor her life and legacy with the
Queen Bess Centennial Aviation Arts
Festival on April 30.

The  event  commemorates
Coleman, the first woman of African
American and Native American
heritage to earn an international
pilots license. According to the
National Womer's History Museum,
Coleman traveled to France in 1921
to pursue aviation training after
facing discrimination in the United
States.

“As the first woman with African
American and Native American
heritage to earn an international
pilots license, Bessie Coleman is
a true pioneer; said Dan Sloat,
founder and president of Advanced
Air Mobility Institute and a steering
committee member, in an interview
with The Oklahoma Eagle. “She
achieved success in every pursuit:
stunt pilot, lecturer, award-winning

manicurist, and business owner”

The days event will feature a
proclamation from Mayor Monroe
Nichols, a performance by the
Langston  University Choir, and
a theatrical production at Carver
Middle School. Additional activities
include a daytime celebration in the
Greenwood District, featuring food
trucks, poetry readings, and a fireside
chat at Langston University-Tulsa,
and book signings. The day will
conclude with a dinner program.

The dinner will feature Dr.
Yemaya Bordain, vice president of
technology for the Advanced Air
Mobility Institute. She is the first
African American female to earn a
doctorate in electrical and computer
engineering at the University of
Tllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Similar celebratory events are also
being planned for Chicago, where
Coleman once lived.

Family members with Tulsa ties will
play a role in the local celebrations.
Dr. Jilda Motley and Leisa Stallworth,

great-nieces of Coleman and
members of the steering committee,
are expected to participate.

“Bessie Coleman, my great aunt,
has been a profound source of
inspiration in my life, Motley said.
“Her courage and determination to
overcome barriers taught me that
limitations dont define us - our
perseverance does.”

“Her legacy lives on in my work
as an educator and counselor, where
1 remain committed to empowering
others to recognize their potential
and rise above obstacles””

Bornin Waxahachie, Texas, in 1892,
Coleman briefly attended Langston
Industrial College, the predecessor
to Langston University, around 1919
before financial constraints forced
her to leave after one semester. She
later moved to Chicago, where she
lived with two of her brothers. One
of 13 children, Coleman was born to
parents, George and Susan Coleman,
who could not read or write, and her
birth was not formally recorded.

“Being a descendant of Bessie
Coleman has inspired me that I can
be and do whatever I want beyond
what others think” Stallworth said.
“Because of my aunt, I have achieved
most of my dreams””

“On behalf of the Advanced Air
Mobility Institute, host of this annual
Aviation Arts Festival in honor of
Queen Bess, we sincerely hope that
the communities in both Tulsa and
Chicago will embrace her as a role
model for young people,” said Sloat.

“As an alum of Langston University,
she has strong Oklahoma ties and
can serve as an incredible source of
inspiration for the next generation of
explorers”

Organizers noted that earlier
plans had considered marking June
15, the date Coleman received her
pilots license in 1921. However,
those efforts were disrupted during
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This is our last chance to celebrate
awoman whose bravery is unrivaled,”
Sloat said.

Sharyn  Winfrey-Willard,  a
Tulsa-based senior home transition
specialist, has been invited to present
at the National Association of Senior
and Specialty Move Managers
upcoming conference in Indianapolis
this fall.

Winfrey-Willard, a Senior Home
Coach  and owner of Mature
Transitions of Tulsa, LLC, will
lead a session focused on safety
considerations during senior and
specialty relocation projects. Her
presentation, titled “Just One More
Thing: How Shortcuts, Familiarity,
and False Confidence Lead to Safety
Failures in Senior and Specialty
Moves,” small
decisions can increase risks during
transitions.

“For many seniors, leaving a
longtime home is one of the most
significant  transitions they  will
experience;”  Winfrey-Willard  said.
“My goal is to help families move
through those moments with clarity,
dignity, and confidence”

With more than 30 years in
safety-focused industries, Winfrey-
Willard brings a perspective shaped
by environments where even
minor decisions can have serious
consequences. She said that sharing

will address how

Tulsa Business Owner To Present At National
Conference On Senior Move Management

those lessons with p who

work directly with older adults is
increasingly important.

“Being able to share those lessons
with professionals who work directly
with seniors and families allows
me to contribute to a field that is
becoming increasingly important as
our population ages,” she told The
Oklahoma Eagle.

Demand for senior move
management services is expected
to grow in the coming years. By
2030, all baby boomers will be 65 or
older, meaning roughly one in five
Americans will be considered older
adults, according to demographic
research.

Winfrey-Willard  noted  many
families live far from aging parents,
making relocation decisions more
complex. Downsizing decades of
belongings and coordinating a
move can be overwhelming without
guidance.

“Having trained professionals who
understand both the logistical and
emotional aspects of these transitions
can significantly reduce stress and
risk for seniors and their families,”
she said.

Founded in 2002, the National
Association of Senior and Specialty

Move M is a nonprofit
organization that supports
professionals who ~assist older

adults and families with organizing,
downsizing, and relocation. Members
follow a code of ethics emphasizing
compassion and integrity in move
management services.

During her session, Winfrey-
Willard plans to focus on helping
professionals  identify  high-risk
moments, evaluate conditions in real
time, and apply practical strategies
to reduce risk while maintaining
efficiency.

“Crews often work in familiar
environments and under time
pressure, especially when families
are emotional, and transitions are
happening quickly” she said. “In
those moments, experience and
confidence can sometimes lead to
shortcuts”

She said her goal is for attendees to
leave with a heightened awareness of
how seemingly small decisions can
affect safety outcomes.

Dr. Jerry Goodwin is a contributor
to The Oklahoma Eagle.
He is the son of
Tulsa Flyer/Oklahoma Eagle
Board member James O. Goodwin

Sharyn Winfrey-Willard, a Senior Home Coach TM and owner of Mature Transitions of Tulsa, LLC, will be

speaking atthe Nat

Ind., Oct. 1-4.
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